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Te Matapihi, Looking into the Museum 
All levels  60-90 minutes  
This new exhibition looks at the changes in Whanganui Regional Museum over time, with a fascinating 
array of treasured objects from the Museum collection. Come and see taonga Māori, historic artefacts, 
insects, native birds, bones, animals and fossils and more. Use this exhibition to inspire curiosity and 
wonder and to motivate further learning. Bring your class to enjoy a FREE  Museum explorer and stay a 
bit longer to complete a hands-on activity suited to your class.  
Curriculum links 
A range of curriculum learning areas can be integrated by negotiation 

Tēnā koutou katoa. Greetings to everyone. We are excited to announce the opening of our new exhibition Te Matapihi, 
Looking into the Museum, at 62 Ridgway St, Whanganui. Our Whakahoutanga Project of seismic strengthening and 
museum renewal is now underway in the main museum building in Queens Park. Education programmes can be held in 
the museum education room in Queens Park and at 62 Ridgway Street, or other locations such as Bushy Park         
Sanctuary and Castlecliff Beach. Bookings are essential for all school group visits.  

Ngā Tākaro, Toys and Games 
Years 1-8  60-90 minutes 
Tākaro mai! Come and play! Traditional games are favourites for all ages. Explore a range of traditional Māori and  
Edwardian toys and games. Learn how to make your own simple toys using everyday  
materials. This programme can be held in the Museum, or at any location to suit your school. 
Curriculum links 
Social sciences: all strands; Technology; Science: physical world; Health and PE 
 

Ngā Hākinakina, Outdoor Games   
Years 1-10  60-120 minutes  
Spring and summer are great for enjoying outdoor games with your students. We will provide 
traditional Māori games and old-fashioned picnic games such as egg-and spoon, sack and 
three-legged races in a  location of your choice, including Kowhai Park, Virginia Lake or Bason Reserve.  
Several       classes can participate at a time or we can run a selection of stations as part of your school sports-day.  
Curriculum links  
Social sciences: all strands; Health and PE 

 

Harakeke, New Zealand Flax 
Years 4-10  90 minutes 
Nau mai ki te whare o Hineteiwaiwa. Discover the versatile qualities of harakeke (New Zea-
land flax) and find out about the traditional importance of this amazing plant. Explore items 
made from harakeke, including containers, clothes and kete (kits).  Admire beautiful taonga 
made by expert weavers. Learn about tikanga (protocols) in our on-site pā harakeke ( 
flax garden), develop some hands-on skills and make something to take away. 
Curriculum links 
Social Sciences: all strands; Science: living world; Technology 
 

Tapa, Pacific Barkcloth 
Years 3-10  90 minutes 
Explore the construction and decoration of hand-made bark-cloth, traditional to all Pacific cul-
tures. See and touch beautiful examples of tapa art from different islands, then make your 
own tapa artwork using traditional wooden tapa-boards. Make individual tapa prints on cloth 
to construct back at school into a combined class tapa, or to decorate bags and cushions. 
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: all strands, Science: material world; Arts: visual;                 
Mathematics: geometry 

Bookings 
Museum education programmes are FREE to Museum member schools. Cost to non-member schools: $2.00 per student. 
Supervising adults are free. Contact us on 349 1110 to book your space. 

Educator: Margie Beautrais margieb@wrm.org.nz   Kaiwhakaako: Āwhina Twomey  awhinat@wrm.org.nz   
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Toi Māori, Māori Art 
Years 1-13  90 minutes 
Come and see stunning examples of excellence in toi Māori. Whakairo (carving),  
tukutuku (lattice-boards) and kōwhaiwhai (rafter patterns) portray meanings and stories 
that are handed down through the generations; let us share some of them with you.  
Students will learn about traditional symbols and will use these to design their own  
artwork. Haere mai rā ki te Whare ō Rēhia.  
Curriculum links 
Arts: visual; Te Reo Māori; Mathematics: geometry; Social Sciences: all strands 

Taonga Pūoro, Musical Instruments 
Years 3-10  90 minutes 
Nā te pū o te oro te reo karanga – whakapiri mai. Hauntingly beautiful! See, hear and 
learn about the many different types of taonga pūoro. Hear the melancholy sound of  
love-longing from the kōauau, be startled to attention by pūkaea and feel the vibration of 
pūmoana course through your body. Make and use simple taonga pūoro using everyday 
materials. 
Curriculum links 
Arts: music; Social Sciences: all strands; Te Reo Māori; Technology 

Celebrate the Season 
 

Reward your class for all their hard work during 2016. Book one of these creative programmes and join in with your class 
to make unique items you can use as gifts for Christmas or for any other special occasion. Go on, spoil yourself!  
  

Te Tā Pikitia, Printed Cards  
Years 1-13  60-90 minutes 
Come and enjoy a totally hands-on print programme using vintage engraved blocks to create and 
print colourful cards for Christmas or any other purpose of your choice. Engravings include           
traditional Christmas themes, flowers, animals, celebrations, Whanganui landscapes, sports and 
more. Success is guaranteed! 
Curriculum links 
Technology; Arts: visual; Social Sciences: continuity and change 

 
Koha Kirihimete Christmas Gifts 
Years 4-13  90-120 minutes 
Give your students an opportunity to make toiletries that contain no harsh chemicals, no palm oil  
and won’t harm the natural environment. Join us to make your own soap, bath salts, and scent 
bags. Use a range of everyday, natural and plant-based ingredients to create your own old-
fashioned, sweet-smelling and useful gifts for Christmas or other special occasions.  
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: economic world ; Science: material world 

 
Ngā Mahi Hangarua, Recycling 
Years 1-13  90 minutes 
Tiakina te taiao. Join us for a fun, hands-on programme to make recycled paper and construct 
Christmas cards using recycled materials. Book a follow-up with our Christmas Gifts programme 
using your finished paper to construct hand-made boxes for your soap then attach your own  
uniquely designed labels and cards. 
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: place and environment, economic world; Science: material world; 
Arts: visual 
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